Flea-Control Products Threaten Pets and Humans

NRDC Report Finds Serious Short- and Long-Term Hazards From Certain Flea Collars, Dips and Powder.

WASHINGTON, DC (November 1, 2000) – Millions of Americans are using flea- and tick-control products on their dogs and cats that could pose a serious health threat not only to their pets, but to themselves and their children said  NRDC (Natural Resource Defense Council).  These pet products can expose adults and children to toxic pesticides at concentrations that exceed 50,000 percent – the safe levels established by the environment Protections Agency.  The result: Possible acute poisoning for pets and humans, and possible long-term health problems for children.

Children, particularly toddlers, are the greatest risk from these products, the report says.  Children’s developing bodies are more susceptible to toxic pesticides.  Studies suggest these poisons, even at low levels of exposure, hamper a child’s brain development, causing damage that might not be detectable for years.

The report found that the riskiest pet products contain a family of poisons called organophosphates, or Ops.  OP pesticides, which are derived from nerve gas, interfere with nerve signal transmission.  

The seven Ops used in products (and listed on product labels) are: chlorpyrifos,  diazinon, dichlorvos, malathion, naled, phosmet and tetrachlorvinphos.

Besides Ops, pet products often contain a second family of chemicals, called carbamates.  The most common carbamates in pet products are carbaryl and propoxur.  Because they attack the same neurological process as Ops, the report says they are potentially harmful as well.

The Environmental Protection Agency only recently started investigating the safety of these pet products, especially for children.  

The report urges pet owners to use a variety of safe approaches to controlling fleas and ticks.  In many cases, these pests can be controlled with simple, non-chemical measures, such as brushing pets regularly with a flea comb while inspecting for fleas, vacuuming carpets and furniture, and mowing frequently in areas where pets spent the most time outdoors. In other cases, these physical measures may be combined with pet products that use “insect growth regulators”, or IGRs. (But be careful to avoid products that combine with insect growth regulators and organophosphates).

If those steps don’t suffice, or if your pet is allergic to fleas and needs immediate relief, see your vet.

In addition, the report offered a series of recommendations for pet owners, as well as to industry and government:

Important Disclaimer:  The stories and information on this site are not meant to diagnose or prescribe for you.  If you or your pet has a medical problem, you should consult your medical doctor or veterinarian.  The ideas and information on this site have not been endorsed or approved by the FDA.  In no event shall the owners of this website be liable for any damages whatsoever resulting from any action in connection with the use of this information or its publication, including any action for infringement of copyright or defamation.  The decision to use, or not to use, any information is the sole responsibility of the reader.  Opinions expressed here are those of individual contributors.  This web site does not verify or endorse the claims of contributing writers.

